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Collection, Organization, and the Significance

of Folk Literature in Taiwanese Literary Circle in the 1930s

Choi, Mal-soon*

Collection, organization, and research on folk literature were actively developed
in Taiwanese literary circles in the 1930s. Most of the intellectuals who led this
movement were new intellectuals who pursued the development of Taiwanese
culture and the improvement of the colonial situation from the Enlightenment period
in the 1920s through Western modernity. They collected songs, stories, proverbs,
and riddles created to entertain the people, classified the contents, organized the
historical awareness and daily life of the people, and published "Taiwan Folk
Literature; (1936). The purpose of the publication was to establish the tradition and
ideology of the ethnic community. By referring to the colonial era and historical
situation at the time, this study aimed to investigate the background of the
collection and organization of folk literature and the theoretical basis and
achievements of folk literature research.

In this regard, this study focused on the various conditions and problems faced
in the process of formation and development of colonial Taiwanese modern literary
circles, the background, cause, process, and result of the enthusiasm for collecting
and organizing civilian literature in Taiwanese literary circles in the 1930s, and the
collected folklore at that time. I aimed to introduce the scale and contents of
literature and discuss the thoughts and perceptions of intellectuals who led the
process. Furthermore, I explored what the interest in folk literature meant in the

development process of modern Taiwanese literature under colonial rule.

Folk literature, Taiwanese literature, colonial Taiwan, 1930s
literary circles in Taiwan, Taiwan Folk Literature(1936)

* Graduate Institute of Taiwanese Literature, National Chengchi University



