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[Abstract]

Reproduce History Truth Through

Counter-Memory Theory:

Centered on the Cultural Revolution Narrative of

Chinese American writer Teresa Buczacki

Lu, Xiaolin

Teresa Buczacki(Han Xiu), a Chinese-American writer, grew up in
the newly established China. Mainland China can be regarded as the
starting point for her literary inspiration. However, since her writing
in the true sense began in Taiwan. Its relatively free environment in
politics also gave her the flexibility and freedom of writing. Therefore
she considered Taiwan as Mother in the sense of cultural identity and
literary creation. In South Korea, Teresa Buczacki is rarely mentioned
in modern Chinese literature circles and critics. Her unique personal
experience has not attracted too much attention, or the difficult
classification of literary categories hinders the in-depth discussion of
her works.

Foucault’s counter-memory theory of questioning official history
transforms it into a completely different form. This theory challenges
people’s inherent thinking in regards to viewing official history as the
sole criterion. Through rearranging and combining memories, the

hidden historical truth. is possible to get discovered. Teresa Buczacki
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suffered from both physical and mental trauma during the Cultural
Revolution. She rarely mentioned personal traumatic experiences.
Instead, she narrated the traumatic experiences of those around her
and poured out their unknown pains. She recollected and integrated
her personal memories. Scenes that have never appeared in
traditional history textbooks are presented in counter-memory ideas.
These ideas were able to resist the Cultural Revolution persecution
because they were never mentioned by the official media. Teresa
Buczacki’s writing about the Cultural Revolution was not only aimed
at recording history, but also exploring the group consciousness of the
suppressed and marginalized.

If the oppressed groups never speak out when facing oppression,
they will never avoid the oppression Since it is difficult for mainland
official history to reproduce historical truth, writers have the
responsibility and mission to integrate personal memory into literary
texts. This allows readers to reflect on the relationship between
opposing memory and historical reports. Counter-memory is not
omnipotent, and has its own limitations. However, without writers like
Teresa Buczacki injecting her experience into the narrative, the
pursuit of true historical reproduction will never be realized.
Therefore, positive affirmation of counter-memory theory in the

reproduction of history has both theoretical and practical significance.

Key words: counter-memory theory, history truth, the Cultural
Revolution narrative, physical and mental trauma,

cultural identity
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