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Power Structures and the Aspects of Conflicts of the Ruling
Class in Hong Kong During the Colonial Era
Focusing on the novel Victoria Club by Shi, Shu-Qing

Song, Ju-Ran(Pusan National University) | heeya5280@hanmail net

Shi, Shu-Qing is a Taiwan-born writer having multiple identities working in the United
States, Hong Kong, and Taiwan. She creates novels based on her own experiences in her life by
crossing boundaries and places. Victoria Club is a novel featuring Hong Kong from her position
and perspective after Shi, Shu-Qing’s staying in Hong Kong for over a decade. The background
of the novel is from the 1950s, when Hong Kong was a British colony, to the 1980s, before
Hong Kong's sovereignty was returned to the China. However, the time covered in the novel
encompasses the 100-year colonial era, which is far longer than that.

Victoria Club investigates the cases of corruption and bribery happened at the Victoria
Club, a symbol of colonial space. Shi, Shu-Qing's gaze is directed toward the judiciary, the
highest executives in Hong Kong. The main characters are Chow wi wai from Shanghai, an in-
termediate official in colonial Hong Kong, and Ssamzuek from mainland Hong Kong. Their
relationship is an immediate supervisor and a subordinate. Chow wi wai is portrayed as a per-
son immersed in a spectacular society. His desire for consume and purchase leads to the cor-
ruption, accepting bribes, and his way of resolving conflicts is also connected to the con-
tinuous reification of consumption and purchase. Meanwhile, the conflicting aspect of Ssam
Zhueng connects self-hatred, who failed to achieve anti-capitalism and anti-colonialism, with
his revenge for Chow wi wai, a new immigrant. The novel focuses on their conflict, but shows
the history and specific urban image of Hong Kong and Shanghai through the human net-
works and the memories derived from them.

Eventually, Hong Kong society viewed from the perspective of Shi, Shu-Qing was a pecu-
liar and strange society formed by interconnected with colonialism and capitalism, but this
strangeness and peculiarity became the daily life of Hong Kong, which shows that is Hong
Kong's identity. I specifically analyzed this conclusion through the story of Victoria Club.
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