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A Study of the Sino-Thai Literature and Hong Kong Factor
during the Cold War : Novels as Examples
Weng Chih-Chi

In 1950-60s, anti-communism prevailed in Thailand. In order to effectively
implement anti-communism, Thai government had anti-Chinese measures and
censorship system. During that time, many Chinese Newspapers and publishers
were forced to close , and some Sino-Thai writers were sent to prison. For
continuing the development of Sino-Thai literature, writers had published works
abroad, and Hong Kong was the main publishing place due to loose immigration
policy and publishing conditions. Because of the British colonial policy and the
Cold War structure, Hong Kong not only became a Chinese publishing base, but
also a place of imagination for the West and consumer culture. This study tries
to focus on three important and representative Sino-Thai novels, which were
Chen Din's Ladies of Sampeng Lane, Shih Qing's Bo Zhe, and solitaire novel
Feng Yu Yaowarat which were written by nine authors, discuss what kind of
cultural conditions and resources does Hong Kong provide to Sino-Thai literature,
and how does Sino-Thai novels respond to or imagine Hong Kong in their
stories? This study regards Sino-Thai literature as a kind of Chinese literature
(Hua-wen-wen-xue), which is different from the context of ‘pure Chinese’ and full
of small and different Thai characteristics. Moreover, at the story level, these
three novels reflect the rich faces of Sino-Thai communities, and at the
publishing level, they represent the successful attempts of Sino-Thai literature to
break through the predicament during the Cold War.
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